
Mark Robinson, Superintendent

It’s hard to believe, but there are only 13 
weeks left in this school year. After a few 
bumpy weeks due to the latest surge in 
COVID cases and weather, we are preparing 
to end the year in excellent fashion while 
simultaneously beginning preparations for the 
2022-2023 school year. 
I-Ready Diagnostics Scores  We recently 
received our I-Ready Diagnostics scores for 
the first semester of the year, and I’m happy 
to report that our scores are well above the 
state average. Results prove that despite 
another challenging year as the result of the 
pandemic, our students are making gains, 
particularly in reading and math. These diagnostics determine 
student needs, personalize their learning, and monitor their 
progress. 
Professional Development  Additionally, we are maintaining 
our focus on supporting the whole child. On Jan. 31, all 
staff participated in a Mental Health First Aid professional 
development program. This training gives adults who work with 
youth the skills they need to reach out and provide support 
to children and adolescents who may be dealing with mental 
health or substance use concerns and help connect them and 
their parents to the appropriate care. 
Preschool Murals  Beth Sage, artist extraordinaire, is also 
helping us end this year on a high note. Over the last two 
months, she has painted several murals in our preschool areas. 
The students watched and got involved with her activities. She 
will return next month to continue her work in our kindergarten 
spaces. These paintings provide a positive, motivating 
environment for students.  
Spring Sports  Looking ahead, our spring sports season is 
just around the corner. Practices have already begun and we 
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wish all of our student-athletes a safe and 
successful spring season. 
Summer Facilities Projects  Also, it’s this 
time of year that we begin to plan our summer 
facilities projects which allow our buildings 
and grounds to remain in the safest, cleanest, 
and most updated condition. The most 
significant project this year is the renovation 
of the media center/library. The updated 
facility will provide a modern, high-tech, and 
student-centered space that will meet the 
needs of all students. Other notable projects 
include painting and resealing the middle 
school gym floor, painting classrooms and the 

corridor in the elementary school, refinishing and painting the 
stage floor, adding a blacktop drive and handicapped parking 
area at the football stadium, installing outdoor signage for the 
Early Childhood Center and updating the video board within the 
primary school sign on St. Rt. 602, renovating various teacher 
workrooms, updating the interactive classroom video boards 
and adding office and conference space to the middle and high 
schools. 
Class of 2022 Graduation  Plans are also underway for what 
is arguably the largest event of the year - Graduation. Mark 
your calendar for Sunday, May 15, at 2:00 p.m. and join us in 
recognizing our class of 2022. More details will be released 
soon. 
Thanks for the Support!  I want to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to our administrators, teachers, support staff, and students, 
who have once again handled the hurdles thrown at them this 
year with grace and resilience. And of course to our community 
for your never-ending support of our students and schools. 
Throughout this newsletter, I hope you enjoy reading about how 
together, we are providing regular student growth, achievement, 
and social-emotional well-being.  
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The 100th day of school started with a POP for Buckeye 
Central kindergarteners! They started their day by popping 100 
balloons. This was followed by several more activities that featured 
the number 100. They stacked 100 cups, built 100 Legos, went on 
a scavenger hunt for 100 Hershey kisses in the classroom, made a 
necklace with 100 beads, and licked a lollipop 100 times to see how 
much of their treat disappeared. 

Kindergarteners Celebrate 
  100 Days of School

When the Buckeye Central Teen 
Leadership Corps (TLC) set out to help 
the Crawford County Humane Society, 
they had no idea just how many people 
would rally behind their cause.  
The teens hosted a district-wide fundraiser that 
took place throughout the week of Nov. 15 and 
culminated with a basketballs and paws themed 
basketball game. In exchange for a donation, 
spectators received $1 off their admission. 
More than $500 (the school’s half of a 50/50 
raffle) and 100+ bags of pet food or treats were 
donated. 
The drive’s organizers — Katelyn Siesel and 
Kaitlyn Best — are thrilled with the outcome of 
the fundraiser. Similarly, TLC adviser Joe Wiles 
said his goal has always been to teach students 
the impact they can have on the world around 
them with just a little bit of work. His mission was 
accomplished … and then some, through this 
project. 

Humane Society Fundraiser Exceeds Expectations



Robotics Team Finding 
Success
Did you know that Buckeye Central has a 
competition robotics team? This year there are three 
teams made up of four students each. They are using the 
engineering design process to build and code a robot to 
accomplish specific objectives so they are competition-
ready. 
Students are grateful for the new STEAM Lab, which has 
provided them with the tools and resources to expand 
the program. Since the team got its start four years ago, 
at least one team each season has qualified for the state 
championship. Keep up the good work Robotics teams!

Kindergarteners Extend Learning Beyond Classroom With 
Adopt-A-Cow Program
Mrs. Horning’s kindergarten class has been working with the Dairy 
Excellence Foundation on the Adopt-A-Cow program, which gives 
students the opportunity to gain a firsthand look inside a dairy farm.  
The students write letters and 
do live chats with the farmer. 
The host farm this year is Four 
Pines Farm in Sugarcreek, 
Ohio, owned by Bill and Tina 
Deetz. Their farm has 1,700 
milking cows on 2,400 acres. 
The calf adopted by this year’s 
class is Star. The students look 
forward to updates and pictures 
from the farmers. It is a great 
way to extend students’ learning 
beyond the classroom. 

Now 
Enrolling 

Classes 
of 2035, 

2036

Do you have a child who will be entering 
preschool or kindergarten in the fall? It’s time to 
register! Buckeye Central opened its state-of-the-art 
preschool in the spring of 2021 and in its first year 
earned the 5-Star Step Up To Quality rating. Preschool 
registration opened Feb. 14 and is available on our 
website at buckeye-central.org. Enrollment screenings 
are scheduled for March 18 and March 25. 
Kindergarten registration will take place April 8 and 
April 22. Parents/guardians should bring the following:

• Photo ID
• Proof of residency (current utility bill)
• Custody papers (if applicable)
• Child’s birth certificate
• Child’s immunization records (all required 

immunizations must be on file with the school nurse 
before the first day of school)

Appointments are required for preschool and 
kindergarten screenings. Call the Early Childhood 
Education Center at (419) 492-3275 or email Mrs. Pace 
at apace@bcbucks.org to schedule an appointment.
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Grants Spur Additional Learning 
Opportunities for Buckeye 
Central Students 
Buckeye Central is on a roll… racking up community grants that is. This 
year alone they have received a total of $4,000 for the purchase of various 
STEAM-related technologies to be used across the elementary school.
North Central Electric Cooperative People’s Fund
A grant from the North Central Electric Cooperative People’s Fund helped 
the district secure two Bee-Bot hives and six Doodlers. Bee-Bots are robots 
specifically designed for young children, and are the perfect tool for teaching 
sequencing, estimation, and problem solving. Doodlers are pens that allow 
students to create 3D structures in mid-air. 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass (PPG) 
Additionally, Pittsburgh Plate Glass (PPG) is a global supplier of paints, 
coatings, optical products, and specialty materials. The company’s foundation 
is committed to helping prepare today’s students for tomorrow’s opportunities. 
Buckeye Central received a grant to go toward the purchase of a set of 18 
Ozobots to teach students how to code. 
BC Endowment Fund
Last, the BC Endowment Fund, designed to finance projects that enrich and 
enhance student learning, supported the purchase of a teleprompter and two 
sets of Hummingbird kits. These kits provide students with the tools they need 
to build a robot out of any materials. Students in grades 3-5 will use them to 

build on what they are learning in their core subjects of social studies, math, and 
English. The teleprompter will be used for our elementary announcements, so our 

students get a feel for how the professionals do it.
“It is truly wonderful to have so many community agencies who are 
interested in our school and especially our students,” said Paige 
Caudill, K-5 STEAM teacher. “With these monetary grants, we have 
given our students even more access to opportunities to help build their 
understanding of technology and 21st-century skills. These tools will help 
create and foster not only critical thinking, but collaboration, creativity and 

communication, which are all skills that employers require in today’s jobs as 
well as jobs in the future.” Thank you to Sue Steiger, Holly Keller, and Jarrod 

Clady for helping bring some of these funds and tools to our students!

SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY ENGINEERING MATHEMATICSMATHEMATICSARTS
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Buckeye Central high schoolers recently competed in the annual Americanism 
and Government Test Program sponsored by the American Legion. The test 
encourages students to learn about the country’s national, state, and local governments.
Sophomores, juniors, and seniors are eligible to take the test, which consists of true/false, 
multiple choice, and fill-in-the-blank questions.
Congratulations to our local winners, Kaitlyn Best, Parker West, Maddie Martin, and Mason 
Clay as well as our regional winners, Stella Betts, Elliot Geissman, and Mia McDougal.

High School Students 
Place Locally, 

Regionally on 
Americanism Test
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Buckeye Best Awards
As part of Buckeye Central’s Positive Behavioral Interventions and 

Supports (PBIS) program, students are recognized with Buckeye 
Best awards. Awards are issued by teachers/staff to students, student to 
student, and student to teachers/staff for being responsible, respectful and 
ready. Hearing students cheer each other’s accomplishments each day as 

awards are handed out at lunch reminds us how amazing our students are! 

Leading up to the 
holidays, first graders 
studied Christmas 
traditions from around 
the world. As part of 
the exercise, students 
partnered with the high 
school culinary arts class 
to make gingerbread!

Gingerbread 
Anyone?

Elementary Students Running 
School Store 
Fourth graders are getting hands-on experience running a 
business since opening a school store. 
Students across the elementary school have the opportunity to earn 
We ‘R’ BC tickets for being respectful, responsible, and ready to 
learn. Good behavior tickets can be traded for items at the school 
store, which is being managed on a traveling cart. Prizes include 
items like pencils, notepads, erasers, and more!
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Bitty Bucks Develop 
Loose Part Art
Caps, beads, and feathers, oh my! Students from all four 
preschool classes recently constructed a piece of art from 
loose parts. Their work is proudly displayed within the art 
mural at Bitty Bucks Preschool.
Student families and teachers helped collect the loose parts, 
ranging from empty paper towel rolls to cardboard boxes, 
lids, and pipe cleaners. Students then manipulated the parts, 
separating them by color and shape before using their fine 
motor skills to string the loose parts together. 
Exploration is a key facet of early learning, and this project 
showcases how this is done at Bitty Bucks Preschool. 

Amate bark painting is a Mexican folk art developed in the state of Puebla. 
Today it is mainly practiced in the state of Guerrero. It involves creating the bark 
paper and painting it. Images are typically brightly colored scenes of daily life, history 
or nature. Eighth grade students in Ms. Neidermeier’s art class recently tried their 
hand at this unique art form. 

Art Students Study 
Amate Bark Painting
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Students Use Science 
Principles to Make 
America’s Favorite Dessert

Some winters have more snow than others. This year, students are 
putting it to good use. While studying solids, liquids and gasses, they 
tested their new knowledge by combining snow (a solid) and milk (a 
liquid) to make one of America’s favorite desserts, snow ice cream!

A Look at What Family and Consumer Science Students Are Up To
Family and Consumer Sciences is the 
comprehensive body of skills, research 
and knowledge that helps people make 

informed decisions about their well-being, 
relationships, and resources to achieve 
optimal quality of life. 

Students at Buckeye Central have studied a variety of 
topics this year. In the area of nutrition, students taste-
tested dark chocolate in celebration of National Dark 

Chocolate Day on Feb. 1. Alongside their taste testing, 
they also researched the effects of sugar and 
created a display highlighting what they learned. 
Those in our Intro to Family and Consumer 
Sciences course made aprons in the STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and 
Mathematics) lab. They even got to try out the 
Cricut to help them make custom lettering. 
Students are also learning about personal 
finance. They recently kicked off a 10-week real-
life simulation in which they receive income, pay 
bills, and complete knowledge checks.
Interior design is another facet of Family 
and Consumer Sciences. Students have 
been creating projects such as a lookbook, 
Valentines, and line scavenger hunts using 
the elements and principles of interior design.
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Preschoolers Become Published Authors
Bitty Bucks preschool students are developing a love for literacy this 
school year by writing their own books. To date, they have co-authored 
14 books, the most recent of which was “How to Build a Snowman.” The 
book topics are tied to student interest and/or a story or topic the class is 
studying. 
Each student is responsible for creating one page in each book they write. 
Sometimes they build on the previous student’s storyline or write their own 
opinion on a topic. They love having their own books to read in the class library, 
generally choosing those for read-aloud time over other available books. 
The books are also loaded into the class app so parents can read them 
with their students at home. At the end of the year, the books will be 
deconstructed and each child will take their page from the books to be made 
into a memory book to remember their time at Bitty Bucks Preschool. 

Multi-Grade Level Relationships 
Improving Student Learning
A common piece of advice for youth is to find a mentor. 
At Buckeye Central, we’re helping our students do this by 
providing opportunities for our elementary and teen leadership 
students to establish a connection and have positive interactions.
Most recently, our teen leaders worked with fourth graders on 
their informational and opinion writing skills. Elementary students 
are learning how to format their writing in an organized, multi-
paragraph structure, and support their opinions with evidence. 
High school students have been invaluable in their help with 
keyboarding and rereading passages to help fourth graders 
improve their writing.


